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Catholic Earthcare Australia was established in 2002 by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and
mandated, through the activities of education, research and advocacy, to give leadership in responding to

the call for ecological conversion. It is now a program of Caritas Australia, responding to the
interconnectedness of the ‘cry of the poor’ and ‘cry of the earth’.

Taking their lead from Pope Francis, our Australian bishops
issued their 2021/22 Social Justice Statement “Cry of the Earth,
Cry of the Poor”, drawing wisdom from scripture, Catholic Social
Teaching, and human knowledge, so that we might be converted
to new ways of living, both personally and collectively.

The Bishops’ Statement, invites all parishes to commit to the
Laudato Si' goals.

Catholic Earthcare Australia has made it easy for us to take up
the Bishops’ invitation with a certified program which we, as a
parish, have begun!

The process begins with a wide-ranging audit, followed by
action planning for the next few years. We hope you’ll join
us on the journey.

catholicearthcare.org.au catholicearthcare@caritas.org.au

In May 2015, Pope Francis released his encyclical letter Laudato
Si’, to call for action to address the spiritual, social and economic
crisis manifest in environmental devastation. He called us to
“hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor”.

"Laudato si’" are the opening words in Latin of St Francis of
Assisi’s Canticle of the Creatures “All praise be yours, my Lord
through all that you have made”.

On the 5th anniversary of his encyclical, May 2020, Pope Francis
announced a plan for Catholics to make a commitment to
implement Laudato Si’. Over the next couple of years, a
framework was developed to support this plan. This framework
has 7 goals or ways of measuring integral ecology.

We acknowledge our First Nations people and pay our respects to their Elders, past and present. Their deep spiritual connection to
Country and respect for the natural environment has ensured the preservation of our natural environment for thousands of years.

Now, we’re an
EARTHCARE PARISH!

 So what does that mean?
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